
 
Talking Points: Rights of the Southern Residents Resolutions & Ordinances 
 

● There are only 75 Southern Resident Orcas remaining. They depend on the 
health and proper management of the Salish Sea. 

● The top threats to the Orca’s survival are: prey availability, vessel traffic and 
sound exposure, and chemical contamination. 

● Even though they are “protected” under the U.S. Endangered Species Act and 
Marine Mammal Protection Act and Canada’s Species At Risk Act, they in fact do 
not have the “right” to life, to have their interests represented in decision making 
and to not go extinct in our legal system. For example, to date Orca’s have not 
been considered a party or stakeholder in decisions such as salmon fishery 
allocations. 

● In our society, the amount of protection one receives is a direct function of the 
legal rights held. As a result, real protection requires the right to be heard.  We 
see how without legal rights, human interests still outweigh protection and the 
needs of the Southern Residents, such as with the debate on dam breaching.  

● Both San Francisco and Malibu passed resolutions in 2014 on the rights of 
whales and dolphins. Both resolve that cetaceans have the right to free and safe 
passage, to be free from captivity and encourage citizens “to do all within their 
power to protect them and preserve the oceans in which they were destined to 
spend their lives.”  

● Rights for Nature (species and ecosystems) in law has emerged in over 20 
countries, and in the U.S. over two dozen municipalities have passed local law 
recognizing the Rights of Nature; including Santa Monica, who in 2014 passed 
the Sustainability Rights Ordinance that includes the right of the community to 
self governance and that the marine waters possessed the “fundamental and 
inalienable rights to exist and flourish.” 

● Recognizing the Orca’s inherent rights would mean giving them the same basic 
rights as people and corporations, and enables the defense of the Orca’s in 
courts. Just as children and the disabled have Guardians to act on their behalf, 
we ensure the same for the Orca’s. In order to protect the Orca’s rights it means 
we must act to reduce the threats to their rights, regardless of political and 
economic interests. It means we now have to equally consider their interests and 
needs with that of ours in our policies and management decisions.  

● Recognizing their rights is necessary to realize our own rights. We cannot have 
human rights without a healthy environment (Salish Sea) to support them. As a 
keystone specie, the Orca not only provides insights into the health of the 
ecosystem, but also helps to maintain a healthy and functioning ecosystem. 

● Recognizing their rights will not harm long-term economic growth, in fact it will 
help sustain it. For example, in WA alone the whale watching industry is worth 
$65-$70 million annually and 88,000 related jobs.  


