
 

Earth Law News 

 

Note from Darlene 
Executive Director, Earth Law Center 

 

 

Thanks to the Shumaker Family Foundation for their support this month! 
A big thank you also to the dozens of new individual donors who supported our work 

this month, the over 50 volunteers to date, and our partners around the world who have 
enabled us to launch new rights of nature initiatives. 

 
Save the date: November 28 is Giving Tuesday and we invite you to consider helping 

to defend the rights of nature. 
 

Wishing you a happy Halloween and Day of the Dead (“Día de Muertos”)! 
  

 
“The Earth does not belong to man. Man belongs to the Earth.” -Chief Seattle 

 

 
 

 

October 2017 Highlights 

 
 

 

Nez Perce Tribal Environmental Summit 

 

 
Snake River. Photo from Flickr Creative Commons. 

Grant Wilson, Directing Attorney, spoke about river rights at the Fall 2017 Tribal 
Environmental Summit in Lewiston, ID, hosted by Nimiipuu Protecting the 
Environment. Mr. Wilson spoke to environmental leaders of the Nez Perce tribe 
and local river advocates about using a rights of nature approach to protect the 
Snake River and restore its historic salmon runs. 



 

 
Download the Universal Declaration of River Rights here. 

 
 

 

Earth Law Center's new partners in Brazil 
 

Earth Law Center established 
official partnerships with the 
Humpback Whale Institute (IBJ), 
SOS Mata Atlantica Foundation, 
and the Environmental Justice 
Institute in Brazil this month.  

 

 

Photo by Yann-Arthus Bertrand. 

 

We will work together to identify key coastal and marine areas for new initiatives in 
2018. Together, we will also submit amicus briefs calling for enforcement of 
nature’s rights in key Brazilian court cases. 

 
 

 

Ocean Rights News 

 

Photo by Felipe Benavides Barreda courtesy of Organización para la Conservación de Cetaceos (OCC)  
 

The Earth Law Framework for Marine 
Protected Area Rights. Call for Input closes 
on December 15, with 1,000+ ocean 
conservation organizations having received a 
copy. 
 
Patagonian Shelf. ELC has been invited to 
present to the Forum for the Conservation of the 
Patagonian Sea's annual plenary meeting 
on November 20, 2017. 

 



 

Whale and Dolphin Sanctuary. ELC will provide legal rights expertise for the 
Sanctuary’s draft management plan and present at the Healthy Ocean Conference 
on November 20 to kick off our Ocean Rights Campaign. 

South Africa Marine Spatial Planning Bill. Invited by the Inkatha Freedom Party 
and the NGO Sea Change, ELC is finalizing the comment paper to submit to 
Parliament by December 1, to include rights of nature in coastal water 
management. 

 

Legal Rights for the Pacific Ocean. Victor David of the French Research Institute 
for Development (IRD) is drafting a Declaration for the Rights of the Pacific Ocean. 
Work begins in November 2017 and ELC has been invited to collaborate. 

 
 

 

Amicus Brief Campaign 

 

We are researching legal cases related to rights of nature to increase judicial 
awareness of Earth Law by blanketing U.S. courts with amicus briefs (non-party 
briefs submitted by a “friend of the court”). Already, ELC is working with numerous 
local advocates to strategically select cases and jurisdictions for which to submit 
the briefs.  
 
Internationally, we continue to research those countries that require judges to read 
and consider amicus briefs. For example, while Brazil does, the U.S. does not for 
larger impact in court cases. 

 

 
Photo of Barracuda Keys, Florida by Yann Arthus Bertrand. 

 
 

 

Rights of Nature throughout the U.S. 

 

San Francisco Update. Earth Law Center has had several meetings with Peter 
Brastow, the Biodiversity Coordinator for the San Francisco Department for the 
Environment, also known as SF Environment. ELC is presenting on rights of nature 
concepts to additional leaders within SF Environment in late-2017. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
Earth Law Center at the Longmont Public 

Forum in Colorado. 
 

 

Colorado news. Grant Wilson, Directing Attorney, spoke on an expert panel 
alongside Boulder Rights of Nature after a showing of a documentary on plastic 
pollution. Grant also spoke at the Longmont Public Forum on the need to protect 
Colorado River flows from dam projects and further diversions. He explained how 
rights of nature presents a solution our deficient environmental laws. Gary 
Wockner of Save The Colorado and current and potential Longmont City Council 
members were in attendance. 

 
 

 

Status of current initiatives 

 

Rights of Nature for the Great Lakes. We have drafted a "Declaration of the 
Rights of the Great Lakes." We are grateful for public feedback and the support of 
several Native American leaders. 
 
Securing rights for three rivers in Mexico: 
 
Magdalena River. Partner Cuatro al Cubo hired a local lawyer to adapt our river 
rights documents to legal language suited for Mexico. The launch event is planned 
for late fall. 
San Pedro Mezquital River. We have obtained official support from key partner 
Nuiwari, A.C and others. Our partners work with native communities and other 
stakeholders in defense of this biologically-rich waterway. 
Atoyac River. We are attending the Rights of Rivers Forum (March 17-21, 2017) 
in Puebla. The Forum will focus on the Atoyac and other Mexican waterways. 
Grant Wilson will speak on the Universal Declaration of River Rights and 
international law. 



 
 

 

Stay tuned for more Earth Law News in November! 

 

 
 

 

Welcome New Team Members 

 

A big thanks to: Adam Solomon, Anderson Tran, Andrea Galassi, Brigid Finlayson, 
Caroline Abid, Christie Heyer, Edward Ong, Francisca Alvos, Jarred WIlliams, JJ 
Lee, Lesley Merz, Megan White, Muhammed Irmak, Naomi Litman-Zelle, Nicholas 
Boss, Raquel Gil Garcia Hiebra and Reshma Farooq for help with Google Ad Word 
campaigns, legal research, database management, UX design, website 
development and functionality. 

 
	


