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What: The richly biodiverse Patagonian Sea of 

Southern Chile and Argentina faces increasing threats 

from commercial fishing, oil drilling and climate 

change. To achieve the AICHI and UN SDG 14 targets, 

it is critical for the Chilean government to designate 

this area for the strongest possible protection. 

Why:  Earth Law is a legal framework and 

overarching governance principle with a holistic and 
Earth-centered approach. Earth Law recognizes the 
interconnectedness of all life and values nature for 
it’s own well-being. As such, law and policies created 
within the Earth Law framework aim to preserve the 
integrity of all Earth’s systems and processes, and 
ensure all species and ecosystems thrive. 
 
The Earth Law movement for nature’s rights is 
growing. Ecuador, Bolivia and Mexico City protect the 
rights of nature in their constitutions; four rivers have 
gained legal personhood (the Whanganui, Yamuna, 
Ganges and Atrato); and the Himalayan Ecosystem 
and Te Urewera National Park are protected as ‘legal 
entity’s’ and for their intrinsic value and biodiversity.  
 
Legal Rights for Patagonia means: 

 Humans create a sustainable relationship with 
the ecosystem and species within 

 Protection and restoration is a legal responsibility 

 Management boards, or ‘guardians’, ensure that 
activities do not violate the ecosystem’s rights 

How: This campaign seeks to help secure the 

protection of the Patagonian Sea through designation 

by the Chilean and Argentinean government, by 

securing their commitment at IMPAC to adopt legal 

rights for the Sea into governing policy.  

Earth Law Center (ELC) is currently conducting 

extensive research and analysis to inform a new 

framework for marine protected areas. The 

framework will be initialized for the International 

Marine Protected Area Conference in Chile - with a 

‘Call for Inputs’ to gain a consensus on effective 

policy measures and support for an ocean-centered 

approach to ocean protection. Comments and 

suggestions from a wide array of experts and 

stakeholders will be incorporated into the final 

framework. 

Be an Official Partner!  

Chile and Argentina have the opportunity to lead by 

adopting a new holistic framework for marine 

protected areas. The Patagonia Sea could be the first 

marine area granted legal personhood. 

To realize this objective, will you partner with us to 

develop this campaign further?  

Please contact Michelle Bender at 

mbender@earthlaw.org.  

 
Southern right whale (Peninsula Valdés, Patagonia, Argentina), 

Michael Catanzariti  

Let’s work together to protect Patagonia! 
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