
 

 

 September 2017 

EARTH LAW CENTER 
Rights for the Patagonian Shelf 

Earth Law Center in Chile 

1

ELC’s Ocean Rights 
Manager, Michelle Bender, 
joined the 4th International 
Marine Protected Area 
Congress to unveil our new 
Ocean Framework, which 
was enthusiastically 
received.  
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Michelle also met with 
Chilean ministry officials, 
gained valuable inputs for 
the framework from allies 
and connected with new 
potential partners.  

Download a copy of the 
framework here 

NOTE FROM DARLENE  
Executive Director 

We will be known forever by the tracks we leave.  
-Dakota Tribe 

Wow, I can’t believe 
it’s September 
already! ELC had a 
very productive 
summer thanks to 
your support. 

Through chats with funders, partners, 
volunteers and our dedicated Board, 
we’ve refined ELC’s focus to be: 
Lawyers, Partners, Catalyst. 
Lawyers: We have four lawyers now 
volunteering on Directing Attorney 
Grant Wilson’s team.   
Partners: We have a dozen new 
partnerships around the world – from 
Mexico to Argentina and South Africa. 
Catalyst: We bring our expertise to 
grassroots movements to increase 
public awareness, broaden the 
conversation, build bridges and help 
shift the paradigm to where the case for 
Earth Law is self-evident. 
Thank you for joining us on this 
wonderful journey! 

 

Whale in Argentina by Yann Arthus Bertrand 

Earth Law for Whales and Dolphins  
Rodrigo Garcia Pingaro and Organisacion Conservación Cetáceos (OCC) 
partnered with ELC to include Earth Law in governance plans for the 
Whale and Dolphin Sanctuary, Uruguay’s only marine protected area.  

OCC joined us at the International Protected Area Congress along with 
Uruguayan senator Luis LaCalle. Mr. LaCalle, a rights of nature supporter, is 
a front-runner in the presidential elections.  In other news: ELC is 
supporting the Inkatha Freedom Party and Sea Change to add legal rights to 
the new Maritime Spatial Planning Bill in the South African Parliament. 
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Earth Law Center is working 
to establish legal rights for 
three rivers in Mexico. 

Magdalena River. The last free-
flowing river in Mexico City. 
Forty-five other “invisible rivers” 
are trapped inside pipes and 
under concrete in this megacity. 
Mexico City has already 
incorporated rights of nature into 
its new constitution.  

Atoyac River. One of Mexico’s 
most polluted rivers, with 146 
tonnes of organic waste and 14 
kilograms of heavy metals 
dumped into it daily. There is a 
strong local campaign to 
permanently protect the Atoyac 
River. 
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San Pedro Mezquital River. The last 
free-flowing river in the western 
Sierra Madre. Its biodiversity is 
under threat from the Las Cruces 
dam project, which would threaten 
the river’s health and the Wixárika 
people, to whom the river is sacred. 

To support this campaign, ELC is 
developing a Universal Declaration 
of River Rights, which recognizes 
that all rivers possess these rights:  
• the right to flow 
• the right to perform essential 

functions within its ecosystem 
• the right to be pollution-free 
• the right to feed and be fed by 

sustainable aquifers 
• the right to native biodiversity 
• the right to restoration 

Earth Law Center Champions three Mexican Rivers  

Mexico City (below) was built upon the 
Aztec island capital of Tenochtitlan (above) 

Learn more  

The Great Lakes and their communities are in 
danger. We need to step up protections against 
pollution, invasive species and habitat destruction.  

Earth Law Center, Sacred Water, Sacred Land, and other 
partners are working to secure rights for the Great Lakes 
as a single, interconnected legal entity. Recognition will 
establish the Great Lakes’ legal right to integral health, 
amongst others, as enforced by a legal guardian.  

The campaign builds off recent international victories for 
nature’s rights, including the establishment of 
personhood rights for two rivers in India and an entire 
Himalayan ecosystem. Earth Law serves as the platform 
to unify the forces working to protect this key ecosystem, 
both now and for future generations. 

Great Lakes Campaign: Legal Rights Safeguard Integral Health  

A view of the Great Lakes, which contain about 21 percent of 
the world’s fresh surface water 

Learn more 

Campaign for fundamental legal rights part of a push to protect North America’s waterways  
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Earth Law Center is featured in the UN 
Secretary General’s eighth report on 
Harmony with Nature (UN Doc A/72/175).  The 
report highlights ELC’s education initiatives at 
law school and secondary school levels, and 
recognizes our co-violations document, Fighting 
for Our Shared Future: Protecting Both Human 
Rights and Nature’s Rights. 

The UN report also highlights the work of the 
Global Alliance for the Rights of Nature (of 
which ELC is a member) to create a model to 
judge rights of nature cases.  

Read the report here, or read about ELC’s other 
UN work here. 

Catalyzing the Earth Law Movement:  
International and Educational Initiatives 
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Earth Law Center’s “Earth Law” course  

Cormac Cullinan (pictured above in Vermont) taught 
our Earth Law course this summer at Vermont Law 
School. He is author of Wild Law: A Manifesto for Earth 
Justice and director of the leading South African 
environmental law firm, Cullinan & Associates, Inc.  

Melissa Zajicek, ELC’s Tribal Law Associate, also had 
great success at Vermont Law School by launching the 
country’s first-ever Earth Law Club. Alicia Follrod co-
launched the club. Thirty-three students signed up to 
join. To help kick things off, ELC’s Board Treasurer, 
Tony Zelle, is scheduled to speak at a club meeting next 
month. 

More details here, or email to get ELC’s Earth Law 
Course offered at your school. 

Stay tuned for more Earth Law News in October! 
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Hats off to our partners for their generous support: 
Horne Family Foundation, Kalliopeia Foundation,  
Marisla Foundation, Patagonia Foundation, Seed 
Fund and Wallace Global Fund. 
 
Finally, thanks to Mission Blue, NRDC, Earthjustice, 
Client Earth, CEDLF, Sierra Club NYC and many 
others partners who have shared their time and 
expertise with us in recent months. We’re particularly 
excited to have our Patagonian Shelf project be 
named a Hope Spot by Mission Blue. Thank you! 
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A huge thank you to our hard-working interns who 
we wish a productive and happy new school year: 
Arman, Eric, Greg, Carley, Mindy, Stina, Alix, 
Audrey and Bri.  
 
Special mention to exceptional volunteers who make 
our work possible. Extra thanks to Helen, Lisa and 
Jean for their outreach and communications work. 
Kudos to Arthur, Constanza, Tori, Greg and Tracy for 
their legal expertise. And for the Ocean team – 
muchas gracias to Eleonore, Christy and Casey! 
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