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From the Executive Director

Dear Friends of Earth Law,

Did you know that the Dutch 
have launched a long range 
solar car which has already 
sold 100 orders, to be delivered
in 2021? Meanwhile, the Time for Trees 
campaign to plant 100 million trees around the 
world has also been launched, coinciding with 
ELC's campaign to secure rights for forests in El 
Salvador.

Meanwhile, ELC's own Grant Wilson, Directing 
Attorney, will be speaking on Rights of Rivers in 
Mexico City, at UNAM – the largest university in 
North America. And Michelle Bender, ELC’s 
Ocean Rights Manager, has been busy creating a 
toolkit for rights of Coral Reefs and advancing 
initiatives in the Salish Sea and the High Seas.

Best, Darlene

RIVER RIGHTS
ELC Submits Amicus Brief in 
Anticipation of Landmark Case

Earth Law Center and partners submitted an 
amicus brief to the Constitutional Court of 
Ecuador calling for application of the rights of the 
Dulcepamba River. Legal experts believe the 
decision will provide specific standards and limits 
for applying the Rights of Nature, which is 
recognized in Ecuador’s 2008 Constitution. 

The case has been building up since 2002, when 
the company Hidrotambo S.A. built a 
hydroelectric dam on the Dulcepamba. The dam 
has caused severe negative impacts on local 
communities and the Dulcepamba River itself. 

The amicus brief argues that the hydroelectric 
project violates the Rights of Nature, along with 
related human rights. The amicus brief also seeks 
recognition of certain fundamental rights of the 
Dulcepamba River, including its right to flow and 
to restoration.

You can read more about the case in the online 
publication Devdiscourse.
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OCEAN GOVERNANCE
Coral Reefs

We have been working hard with a team of 
interns and volunteers to create a toolkit for 
practitioners and policymakers on passing 
rights-based coral reef protection laws. The 
final is due to be available at the end of August. 
Already, partners in Palau have presented our 
‘Rights for Reefs’ framework to lawmakers, with 
support from ELC.
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https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/science-environment/586115-greece-briefly-shuts-the-acropolis-as-athens-sizzles
https://www.earthlawcenter.org/coral-reefs-initiative


OCEAN GOVERNANCE
International Ocean Rights

ELC has been working since 2017 to advocate 
for Ocean Rights to be included at the 
international level, including in the upcoming 
international treaty to protect biodiversity on the 
high seas. You can learn more about Legal 
Rights for the High Seas (which are ocean areas 
beyond national jurisdiction) in this article
featuring ELC’s work. Negotiations for the treaty 
continue at the United Nations in late-August.
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DONATE
Global Tiger Day

Celebrate Global Tiger Day on 29 July. With 3 of 
the 8 sub-species of tiger already extinct, there 
remain just 3500 tigers in the wild. 

Earth Law can help strengthen the protection of 
their natural habitats. Your donation of $20 today 
helps Earth Law Center pass new laws that 
recognize the right of Nature to exist, thrive, and 
evolve, better protecting tigers and other species.
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OCEAN GOVERNANCE
Rights for the Southern 
Residents

Last month the ELC-led Coalition for the Rights 
of the Southern Resident Orcas held an event 
at Patagonia in Seattle, Washington, with 
partners Orca Network, Dam Sense, and Legal 
Rights for the Salish Sea (LRSS). Additionally, 
we have been busy meeting with local 
policymakers, including the mayor of Gig 
Harbor and State Senator Mona Das. Let us 
know if we can help you introduce the 
declaration in your community!

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/55914fd1e4b01fb0b851a814/t/5bafb7674785d39a15690c71/1538242428456/Ocean+Rights+Initiative+Sept+2018.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/55914fd1e4b01fb0b851a814/t/5d27972721c88900013d5ca9/1562875690679/02_DeLucia_13_Proof+(003)+CJLJ.pdf
https://www.iucnredlist.org/species/15955/50659951
https://www.earthlawcenter.org/donate-to-elc
https://www.change.org/p/washington-and-canada-rights-of-nature-for-the-southern-resident-orcas
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TEAM SPOTLIGHT
Sofia Suarez, Ecuador Team 
Lead

Being a volunteer at Earth 
Law Center is a great way 
to help protect nature 
through the promotion of 
Rights of Nature in more 
cities and countries, as well 
as by implementing Rights

of Rights of Nature through existing laws, 
international agreements, and other instruments. 

RIVER RIGHTS
ELC to speak on Rights of Rivers 
at Mexico Summit

Directing Attorney Grant Wilson has been invited to 
Mexico City to speak on the rights of rivers at a rivers 
summit at UNAM, the largest university in North 
America. Leading academics, community leaders, and 
politicians will be in attendance. The potential to 
recognize rivers as subjects of rights in Mexico will be 
a major theme at the event, which takes place on 
August 22.

Earth Law Center has been working with partners in 
Mexico on rights of rivers for two years. Recently, 
with ELC assistance, the State of Colima passed a 
state constitutional amendment recognizing the 
Rights of Nature. Partners in Mexico also co-drafted 
the Universal Declaration of the Rights of Rivers, 
which is the basis of rights of rivers campaigns 
worldwide.  

Mexico City also recognizes the Rights of 
Nature. And while rights of rivers language 
written by ELC was included in a Mexico City 
water law passed in 2018, the law has been 
held up due to concerns over an unrelated 
section of the law. 

Interested in attending? Contact 
gwilson@earthlaw.org for more information. 

Cascadas El Chiflon, Com
itan, Chiapas, M

exico. 
Photo by Linda M

eisinger on U
nsplash 

As an Earth Law Attorney volunteer, I have 
been contributing to the development of a 
proposal to incorporate Rights of Nature into 
the Regional Initiative “Eastern Tropical Pacific 
Marine Corridor” (CMAR). This has been a 
great experience in supporting collaborative 
work, which has also expanded my knowledge 
about new initiatives to promote Rights of 
Nature. I am happy to support ELC's mission 
and its impact worldwide, and I am pleased to 
see that more countries are receptive to the 
recognition of nature as a subject of rights.
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