
From the Executive Director

Happy New Year from all of us at 
Earth Law Center! Hope your 
holidays were filled with joy.

We’re already in discussions for new legal 
initiatives this year – with a focus on indigenous 
groups, coastal regions and island nations. 
Meetings with educational NGOs in China went 
well and we look forward to launching judicial 
trainingƙ later this yearɈ�îƙ�ǅĚŕŕ. 

Also, with input from experts around the world, 
the team will incorporate and unveil the final 
Earth Law Framework for Marine Protected 
Areas at EARTHx in April this year. 

Thanks to you for your support and to our 
growing team of volunteers for making this all 
possible!
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R I V E R  R I G H T S

A Lawsuit to Protect 
California's Waterways

In November 2017, ELC joined a coalition of river 
defenders to file a lawsuit against the State Water 
Resources Control Board for its failure to meet key 
Clean Water Act and California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) requirements intended to 
protect the ecological health of waterways.

“For over seven years, a broad coalition of 
environmental organizations, tribes, and fishing 
groups have asked the state to identify 
waterways that are legally impaired under the 
Clean Water Act due to altered flows. The State 
Water Board refuses to formally recognize that 
our drained and fragmented waterways are 
unhealthy. California’s water governance is 
broken, and we must make changes to secure the 
right of all waterways to thrive.” 

– Grant Wilson, Directing Attorney at
Earth Law Center

Read the full story

E D U C A T I O N  U D A T E

Earth Law Textbook

ELC is creating the first-
ever Earth Law textbook for 
use in law schools as well 
as universities across the 
United States. This builds 
from ELC's years of 
teaching Earth Law at 

Vermont Law and other schools. Staff and 
volunteers are delving into centuries of US case 
law and other important legal precedent to create 
a narrative of the legal movement to establish 
rights for nature. ELC is currently reaching out to 
potential publishers for the book and plans to 
launch in fall 2018.

https://www.earthlawcenter.org/s/RiverDefendersPress.pdf
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O C E A N  G O V E R N A N C E

Striving towards an Earth Law 
Framework for Marine 
Protected Areas

After presenting the Earth Law Framework for 
Marine Protected Areas at the 4th International 
Marine Protected Area Congress in September 
2017, we opened a 'Call for Inputs' to further 
evolve and strengthen the framework. The 
submission period for this officially closed at the 
end of December 2017. 

ELC received valuable input from experts 
internationally - ranging from government 
officials, nonprofit organizations, law professors, 
scientists and fishery managers. We will now 
incorporate suggestions and conduct additional 
research to finalize the framework by April 2018 .

Click here to read an article by MPANews, 
interviewing Oceans Rights Manager, Michelle 
Bender on how a rights-based approach can 
effectively protect the ocean.

Download the report

E X T E R N A L  I N S I G H T S

New Zealand gives Mount 
Taranaki same legal rights as a 
person

In December 2017 the sacred Mount Taranaki 
became the third geographic feature in New 
Zealand to be granted a ‘legal personality’. 
Neighboring Maori tribes and the government will 
protect the mountain together. The legal status 
means that harming the mountain will be the 
same as harming the tribe. 

Read the full story

“Editing Earth Law Center blogs 
and reports has taught me that 
Wild Law is common sense. I hope 
to see Wild Law in action here in 
the UK very soon. I trained in 

editing with a US university, so I’m familiar with 
American English. However, I’ve really 
appreciated the opportunity to work closely on 
texts by American writers. I enjoy working with 
writers from legal backgrounds. It’s very 
interesting to see how their legal education 
shapes their writing.”

Helen Louise George 
Copyediting & Copywriting Associate

V O L U N T E E R  S P O T L I G H T
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https://www.earthlawcenter.org/s/ELC-MPA-Framework-Sept-4-2-ey28.pdf
https://mpanews.openchannels.org/news/mpa-news/if-mpas-had-legal-right-be-managed-well-would-end-problem-paper-parks-campaign
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/dec/22/new-zealand-gives-mount-taranaki-same-legal-rights-as-a-person
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O U R  P A R T N E R S
Organización para la 
Conservación de Cetaceos 
(OCC) 

"We need to promote the Legal Rights for Marine 
Sanctuary, the movement for a New Paradigm for 
Ocean Protection, a systemic change recognizing 
nature’s rights can address issues like overfishing 
and endangered species. The legal right for nature 
is an innovative and original form to engage and 
empowerment the people in the way to 
understand the importance of the nature as part 
of their life who have rights on his own.” 

- Rodrigo García Píngaro, Organización para la
Conservación de Cetaceos (OCC)

OCC and Earth Law Center are partnering to 
establish legal rights for the Whale and Dolphin 
Sanctuary in Uruguay’s territorial waters. 

Find out more

I N T E R E S T I N G  R E A D

The Rights of Nature

Around the world, more and 
more laws are being passed 
recognizing that ecosystems ― 
rivers, forests, mountains, and 
more ― have legally 
enforceable rights. And if 
nature has rights, then humans 
have responsibilities.

In The Rights of Nature, noted environmental 
lawyer David Boyd tells this remarkable story, 
which is, at its heart, one of humans as a species 
finally growing up. Read this incredibly 
informative and well-researched book and your 
world view will be altered forever. 

A warm welcome to our new volunteers! Thank you 
for contributing your time and expertise to our cause.
        Janay Brun, Borderlands Associate
        Jason Grewal, Earth Law Associate
        Mallika Desai, Newsletter Lead
        Toni Ramirez, Spanish Translation
        Jennifer Wu, Research & Writing Associate
        Jingling Zhang, Marketing Associate
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https://www.earthlawcenter.org/uruguay-initiative/
mailto:info@earthlaw.org

