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We’ve launched a dozen new legal 
initiatives while creating structures and 
processes to get our message out to a 
wider audience – whether through 
social media postings (thank you, 
Jean!), blogs, Patagonia-supported ads 
or our first-ever California waterways 
lawsuit in enforcement of the inherent 
rights of rivers to flow. 

 

Our team has expanded exponentially 
thanks to many talented and ambitious 
volunteers, generous foundation 
partners, many new individual donors 
and a dedicated Board. 

 

Thank you for joining us on this 
wonderful journey! 
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Executive Director Legal victory for rights of rivers 
in Mexico City! 

Thanks to your 
support, it’s been an 
amazing year for us 
at Earth Law Center 
in 2017. 

Campaign for fundamental legal rights part of a push to 
protect North America’s waterways  

First Ever Earth Law Center Video 

Thanks to Michelle Bender and awesome video editor volunteer Michael Sessions, Earth Law Center 
proudly presents two brand new videos! Two minutes each, the first introduces Earth Law, and the second 
focuses on ocean rights. 
 

Many thanks to our voiceover team: Andy Conn for the English version and Constanza Prieto Figelist for 
the Spanish version. Click here to see for yourself! 

 

Earth Law Center, Cuatro al 
Cubo and partners take major 
step towards establishing river 
rights in Mexico.  
 
Mexico City’s Legislative 
Assembly of the Federal 
District just voted to pass the 
Water Sustainability Law of 
Mexico City (“Ley de 
Sustentabilidad Hídrica de la 
Ciudad de México”). A key 
provision of this landmark law 
recognizes the rights of rivers, 
channels and streams -- 
including a right to flow, a right 
to avoid harmful alternations 
to ecosystems and biodiversity, 
a right to be free from 
contamination, and a right to 
rescue and rehabilitate 
important water zones. The 
law now awaits only a few 

procedural steps until becoming 
finalized. 
 
Cuatro al Cubo advanced the law 
on the ground in Mexico and 
ensured that the text reflected 
the rights embodied in the 
Universal Declaration of the 
Rights of Rivers, as developed by 
ELC and partners. We are 
thankful for the great work of 
our partners!  
 
What’s next: The campaign will 
now seek to apply these rights to 
the Magdalena River within 
Mexico City, establish waterway 
rights in other regions, and seek 
changes to federal water laws.  
   
Find out more about the 
Universal Declaration of River 
Rights here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.earthlawcenter.org/elc-products/
https://www.earthlawcenter.org/river-rights/
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Thanks to all of you who gave 

generously before and during 

Earth Law Center’s first 

Giving Tuesday campaign. 

We achieved our goal of $15k 

raised! 

Your support will go towards 

legal fees, local partner 

support for new initiatives 

and community education. 

It’s not too late to give a gift 

to the planet today by 

clicking here! 

 

Ocean Rights Manager, Michelle Bender, 
teleconferenced into the Healthy Oceans 
event "Fisheries and Marine Conservation" in 
Montevideo, Uruguay on November 20th, 
speaking on what rights of nature brings to 
current efforts to protect Uruguay's Whale 
and Dolphin Sanctuary.  

ELC has begun drafting a management plan 
with local partners for the Sanctuary to 
specifically incorporate legal rights for the 
ocean. 
 
In related news, ELC sent the Earth Law 
Framework for Marine Protected Areas to 
over 1,000 experts and organizations 
globally, including experts from the UN 
Harmony with Nature Initiative, NOAA and 
organizations such as Oceana and the Ocean 
Conservancy, for recommendations and 
endorsements.  

Click here to read the framework. 

 

Thank you for your generous support!  

Photo by Yann Arthus Bertrand 

Earth Law Framework for Marine Protected Areas  

https://www.earthlawcenter.org/environmental-donations-earth-rights
https://www.earthlawcenter.org/oceanrights/
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We proudly present the first Annual 

Report from Earth Law Center – 

highlighting our 2017 achievements 

and plans for 2018. 

Many thanks to copywriter Mark 

Wilson and graphic designer David 

Anchin for their time and expertise.  

The momentum to establish legal 

rights for nature grows steadily 

around the world. We can’t wait to 

usher in a new era of living in 

harmony with nature.  

Download the report here. 

Stay tuned for more Earth Law News in January 2018! 

Earth Law Center has always aimed to have our 
Earth Law course with law schools and 
universities throughout the world.  
 
You’ll be happy to know that we have four new 
schools who said yes: two law schools and two 
universities (the names will be released once 
announced by the schools).   
 
The course also will go global for the fist time – 
in India, where there is a thriving rights of 
nature movement, and in Ireland. And we’ve 
only just begun as we plan to bring the course 
to a suite of new locations in 2018.  
 
By educating the next generation of 
environmental leaders on the movement to 
establish legal rights for nature, we will ensure 
that Earth Law becomes fully integrated into 
both law and culture. 
Interested in bringing Earth Law to your 

Earth Law Course Expands 
 

 

Earth Law Center’s First Annual Report! 

university or law school? ELC provides the 
curriculum and helps you customize it to meet 
your needs – entirely for free!  
Contact Melannie Levine at 
mlevine@earthlaw.org. 
 

.  
 

https://www.earthlawcenter.org/s/Earth-Law-Center-Annual-Report-2017_Final.pdf
mailto:mlevine@earthlaw.org
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