
UPCOMING REPORT: December 2015 

“Fighting for Our Shared Future”

 Event in Paris, France 

In December 2015, Earth 

Law Center will release 

Fighting for Our Shared 
Future parallel to the 2015 

U.N. Framework Convention 

on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC) Climate 

Conference in Paris, France. 

We will call for  specific 

solutions to ongoing  co-

violations, including a  

robust climate change treaty 

that better protects the 

rights of both nature and 

humans. There will also be 

an opportunity for public 

discussion.  

Be sure to visit  

http://earthlawcenter.org 

for further details on the 

Fighting for Our Shared 
Future release and the  

climate conference. 
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In-Depth Case Studies: 

Ecuador. José Isidro Tendetza Antún, an  

indigenous activist, was murdered days before 

he was set to testify about the Mirador copper 

and gold mine, which is expected to clear-cut 

at least 2,000 hectares of forest in a biodiver-

sity hotspot.  

Lake Chad. The lake has shrunk to nearly 

1/20th  its original size due to climate change 

and water mismanagement, causing an im-

mense decline in biodiversity and forcing 

many human environmental refugees to flee. 

Sarnia, Ontario. Aamjiwnaang First Nation  

people and local aquatic ecosystems both 

suffer from the petrochemical industry’s spills, 

leaks, and toxic emissions in an area dubbed 

the “Chemical Valley.” 

Northern Europe.  In the area’s “last  

wilderness,” a flood of new mining permits 

threatens a pristine network of rivers, lakes, 

and mountains, as well as Lapland and Sami  

indigenous communities that rely on reindeer 

herding and fishing.  

Thank you to students from the Yale Environmental Protection Clinic for their invaluable work on the report. 

The problem: The well-being of humans and 

nature are inextricably linked. Across the 

globe, we injure both people and ecosystems 

by treating the natural world as property to 

fuel incessant economic growth. These injuries 

have risen to the level of simultaneous viola-

tions, or “co-violations,” of human rights and 

nature’s rights. 

Trends: Fighting for Our Shared Future will 

document over 100 examples around the 

world of co-violations of nature’s and people’s 

rights. The report then analyzes these cases 

for trends to help identify appropriate solu-

tions.  

Climate change: The report will highlight 

rights violations caused by climate change in 

particular. Enforceable, rights-based language 

must be included in a binding climate change 

treaty or risk such co-violations continuing. 

Recommendations: Many co-violations are 

fueled by our legal and economic systems, 

which legalize and even encourage environ-

mental destruction for profit. By creating gov-

ernance systems that  respect and fully en-

force human and  environmental rights, we 

can live sustainably, consistent with nature’s 

laws and needs. The  report will offer recom-

mendations to set us on this path. 

Earth Law Center is pleased to announce the December 2015 release of “Fighting for 

Our Shared Future: Protecting Both Human Rights and Nature’s Rights” 

http://earthlawcenter.org



