
 

 

AGENDA 

9:30: Opening Remarks 
and Welcoming 

9:40: Overview 

9:50: Introductory 
Remarks by Tribunal Chair  

10:00: Summary of the 
Case 

10:15: Expert and Witness 
Testimony, Judges’ 
Questions, Prosecutor 
Summary 

12:00-1:15: Lunch Recess 
and Judges’ Deliberation 

1:15: Findings by Tribunal 
Judges 

1:45: Closing of Delta Case 

2:00-3:30: Audience 
Brainstorming and 
Commitment to Solutions  

3:30: Closing of Tribunal 

Thank you for attending 
today! 
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What is Rights of Nature? 

Just as humans have fundamental rights that 
arise from our existence on Earth, so too 
does the natural world. The Rights of Nature 
movement works to change the law to reflect 
the inherent rights of ecosystems and species 
to exist, thrive and evolve.  
 
Our current governance systems degrade the 
Earth by treating it merely as a “resource” to 
be used. Overarching legal and economic 
systems accept the myth that infinite 
economic growth is possible on a finite planet 
and that humans are separate from nature. 
Modern environmental laws and policies also 
accept this myth and so have been unable to 
prevent the destruction of the environment.   
 
By recognizing that species and ecosystems 
have the inherent right to exist, thrive and 
evolve, we acknowledge the interdependence 
and interconnectedness that exists among 
humans and the natural world. A rights-
based movement for nature is necessary for 
the well-being of both people and planet. 

“The Delta is an imperiled 
national treasure—a home for 
wildlife, fish, and human 
culture. After decades of Delta 
over-pumping, the Delta 
Tunnels proposal would 
complete the destruction of the 
largest estuary on the West 
Coast of the Americas.” Barbara 
Barrigan-Parrilla, Executive 
Director, Restore the Delta 

 

What is a Rights of Nature Tribunal? 

Rights of Nature Tribunals provide a vehicle for 
reframing prominent environmental and social 
justice cases within a rights-based context, 
including the rights of nature. They give people 
the opportunity to testify publicly as the 
destruction of the Earth and the violation of 
nature’s, human and community rights. 
 
These Tribunals give nature standing before 
Tribunal judges and witnesses, rather than treat 
nature as merely an object or property. 
Witnesses and experts speak on behalf of the 
ecosystems and species, and argue the facts of 
how nature’s rights are being violated by our 
current legal and economic systems.  
 
With each case, the esteemed Judges 
recommend actions for reparation, mitigation, 
restoration and prevention of further damages 
and harm through a Rights of Nature lens. These 
solutions benefit all members of Earth’s 
communities, and pave the way for formal court 
recognition of nature’s rights in the future. 

 

 

Why the Delta? 
 
The Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta covers 
more than 700 square miles comprised of 
nearly 60 islands. It is home to approximately 
750 plant and animal species. More than 23 
million people and millions of acres of 
farmland rely on the Delta for water. 
 
However, the Delta is in crisis. An estimated 
95 percent of the historic Delta habitat has 
been eliminated, and between 2.1 million 
acre-feet and 6.9 million acre-feet of water 
has been diverted from the Delta every year 
since the 1970’s. Many native species are at 
risk of extinction. The Delta smelt, the base of 
the Delta food chain, now numbers in the 
mere handfuls in monthly surveys. Winter-run 
Chinook salmon, once abundant, have 
dropped to a few hundred in some rivers. 
 
The Governor’s Delta Tunnels Plan would push 
the Delta deeper into crisis. It would build two 
tunnels 40 feet in diameter to carry much-
needed water under and away from the Delta. 
The tunnels not only would harm wildlife and 
plant species, pushing some to extinction, but 
would negatively affect human health and the 
Delta communities, as well as local tourism, 
recreation, small-scale fisheries and farming. 
 
Further water diversions from the Delta do 
not create water, and they will not solve 
California’s ongoing water problems. There 
are better solutions, including investments in 
conservation, recycling and reuse, stormwater 
capture, and retirement of toxic farmland. 
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